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Another T-shirt message grabbed my at-
tention: “Going with the Flow.” What comes 
to your mind with this message? To me it’s a 
relaxed kind of statement inferring a relaxed 
kind of attitude. I am not resisting. I am not 
opposing. I am going with the flow. If that is 
what everybody thinks, it’s OK with me. If that 
is where everybody is going, count me in. If 
that is what all my friends are saying, no argu-
ment here. I am smooth and easy. I am not an 
innovator, and I don’t rock the boat. I am just 
“going with the flow.”

Is this a good way to live? Well, maybe it is in 
some instances. But in general, it does not de-
scribe the successful Christian life. If you go with 
the flow, you will end up right in the middle of 
average. Not cold, not hot, just a lukewarm fol-
lower of the rest. 

The Bible tells us we need to be resisters. 
Wrong needs to be opposed, rejected, and fought 
against. First John 5:19 tells us that “the whole 
world lieth in wickedness.” It will swallow us up, 

our families, and our churches if we simply “go 
with the flow.” 

If we are true Christians, we are a follower of 
Jesus Christ. He was definitely not going with 
the flow. He was not here to do that; He was here 
to fulfill the will of his Father, God Himself. And 
He calls us to radical discipleship with Him. “If 
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me” (Matthew 
16:24). Deny myself? Suffer for the cause and be 
ridiculed? Let Christ have the last word? Yes, 
and it is not called “going with the flow.” 

Resisting the devil, denying our own lust, 
and letting the teachings of Christ tell us how 
to live is as important today as it was when the 
Bible was written. God is still God, the Devil 
is evil, and we are still human. Going with 
the flow never was the recipe for success and 
never will be.

“Because strait is the gate, and narrow 
is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it” (Matthew 7:14).
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 –Marlin Kreider

Home—A Bit of Heaven on Earth

When I consider the Christian home, my mind 
reflects on our great God who planned and in-
stituted it. I can echo the words of the poet who 
wrote:

Eternal Father, when to Thee,
Beyond all worlds, by faith I soar,

Before Thy boundless majesty
I stand in silence, and adore.

God’s wonderful plan, His provision for sinful, 
wayward humanity to be brought back to God 
through Jesus Christ, calls for our response of 
worship, obedience, and praise. Thank God for 
“His unspeakable gift” (the Lord Jesus Christ). 

Next to salvation through Christ, Christian 
marriage and the home unit are among the most 
beautiful and profound of God’s gifts to mankind. 
God’s will is that our homes would be like little 
bits of heaven on earth; like oases in this desert 
world of sin and trouble. But to experience God’s 
will in our homes, we must do things God’s way.

The beauty of Christian marriage—the one-
flesh union of one man and one woman for life—
defies description. In Proverbs 30:18, 19 the wise 
man says that one of the things too wonderful 
for him to comprehend is “the way of a man 
with a maid.” The New Testament (Ephesians 
5:22-33) teaches us how the Christian husband 
and wife are to relate together and complement 
each other. “This is a great mystery: but I speak 
concerning [with reference to] Christ and the 
church” (verse 32). 

Many books have been written, attempting to 
define the wonderful “mystery of marriage.” The 
changed new life of salvation in Christ and the 
mystery of Christian marriage are best under-
stood by personal experience. This article is an ef-
fort to broaden our understanding of this, so that 
more of us would come to experience this wonder-
ful opportunity God has for us to enjoy.

The world we live in now is physical and 
limited by time. The next world (after we die), 

though just as real as this life, will be spiritual 
and eternal. Marriage is for time, not eternity 
(Luke 20:34-36). However, sometimes God’s 
physical creation is a type or illustration of spiri-
tual truth and experience. The husband and wife 
relationship in marriage is one of these types or 
pictures. Christian marriage, though physical 
and limited to time, has a spiritual dimension 
that touches the eternal. This is one reason 
marriage is a very sacred institution. “Marriage 
is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but 
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge” 
Hebrews 13:4). 

Husband and wives are to portray, as a testi-
mony for all, the love, the grace, the fidelity, the 
beautiful relationship that exists between Christ 
and His true disciples, the church. The Bible por-
trays this relationship as “too wonderful” and a 
“great mystery.” God invites all mankind to be 
saved by His grace, to enter into this wonder, and 
to cooperate with Him in His eternal purposes 
for marriage and home life. What an opportunity 
this is. Oh that we could recover this vision in our 
homes and churches.

God created man and woman, male and female. 
He made them uniquely different to fill different 
roles that complement one another in marriage, 
raising children, and in home-building. God did 
not plan that women should rule over men (See 1 
Timothy 2:8-15; Ephesians 5:22-33; Titus 2:1-5; 
1 Peter 3:1-8). Neither did God create women to 
be slaves or “toys” for men to dispense of as they 
please for selfish and sinful pleasures. Rather, 
men are to love and lead, commanding respect as 
God-fearing husbands and fathers. Women were 
created to walk alongside men as suitable helpers 
(Genesis 2:18). Women are to be loved and cher-
ished as wives and mothers. Children are to love 
and obey their parents (Ephesians 6:1-4). This is 
God’s plan. And the Bible, God’s eternal Word, is 
the Manual telling us how to follow God’s plan. 



Reaching Out - page 4

Genuine love is the glue, the cementing agent 
that binds hearts and homes together. This love, 
like God’s love, gives and sacrifices. Marriage is 
not a 50-50 relationship. It is a 100%-100% rela-
tionship by both persons. God designed the home 
to demonstrate love and propagate the human 
race, to “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth” (Genesis 1:28). He designed the home 
to teach children to love and obey God so that true 
faith, along with a holy, godly lifestyle, would be 
preserved and passed from one generation to the 
next (Psalm 78:1-7). History teaches us that na-
tions and societies rise or fall based on how well 
their homes do their God-appointed work. Society 
today is in serious trouble because of the deterio-
ration of the home, especially in western cultures.

God created all things good. But Satan is a 
liar and, in his rebellion, is out to steal, kill, and 
destroy God’s work (John 10:10). Who are you 
following? True Christians need to stand against 
the tide of sin and evil. We have no time for all the 
“cheap talk” and songs about cheating and illicit 
love presented by the media, soap operas, and pop-
ular singers. Neither can we have anything to do 
with the same-sex agenda or other moral perver-
sions. They are the fruit of godlessness and new 
age humanism. These are an affront to a gracious 
God who made all things pure and noble. These 
cannot propagate the human race. The heritage of 
true Christian faith, along with time-proven val-
ues is lost. When this happens, society is without 
a moral compass or spiritual anchor. These ap-
palling things are being presented and promoted 
on television, the internet, and social media. Our 
society is crossing a line, drawn by God Himself, 
that when violated will bring His judgment. 

God has better things, along with priceless 
blessings, for those who believe and obey His 
Word and who order their lives and their homes 
accordingly. The darker the night, the brighter 
the light of God’s truth should shine. By God’s 
grace, our “homes” can be a bit of heaven on earth 
in 2017. The poet said it well. May every Christian 
home experience these words:

There is beauty all around, 
When there’s love at home;
There is joy in every sound, 
When there’s love at home;

Peace and plenty here abide, 
Smiling sweet on every side,

Time doth softly, sweetly glide, 
When there’s love at home.

—John McNaughton

Fear on Every Side
by Dallas Witmer

“Fear was on every side” (Psalm 31:13).
It’s a frightening world in which we live. Chill-

ing thoughts trouble children, teens, and adults:
“I don’t like it when Dad and Mom fight.” 
“What if my date leaves me now?”
“Am I sure I don’t already have some STD?”
“How will I cope if my spouse sues for divorce?” 
“What if I get caught?”
These scary scenarios have one thing in com-

mon. Each is the product of some traditional value 
having been lost. By values, we mean standards 
we lived by, defended, and believed in with the 
strength of convictions. More binding then laws, 
each of our consciences enforced them upon us.

In our world, the inviolability of marriage (Mat-
thew 19:9) has been swapped for divorce. Fanta-
sizing an escape from their unhappy or ill-suited 
marriage, partners now find it more acceptable to 
fight, lust, and step out on their marriage cove-
nant. How much fairer for the children, and pleas-
ant for the couple themselves, should they simply 
accept that there is no escape, and instead disci-
pline themselves to make their marriages work. 
The power of God is an absolute must to really 
make it work.

Chastity (1 Thessalonians 4:3) has given way to 
license. “Anything is all right involving consenting 
adults,” many would say. Never mind what God 
said. If we like it, it’s good. Fornication, adultery, 
homosexuality all need new, tamer-sounding 
names. The home and innocent children once 
again are the victims. AIDS and other venereal 
diseases are some of the present retribution. 

Multitudes come to humanistic conclusions: 
“Since we treat ourselves so well, let’s give chil-
dren their ‘rights’ too. Never spank them. Let 
public and school libraries offer them explicit 
reading material. Really, if they want to do drugs, 
that’s their business, too.”

Lying, murder, sadism, and every other vice 
of which humans are capable may follow by the 
above humanistic reasoning. The home cannot 
survive as a secure institution by the reasonings 
of men. Nor can anything else survive that is truly 
pleasant and safe. We need divine, eternal abso-
lutes. As a race, we can only survive by the Power 
that is above and beyond us. Why not accept the 
right of the same God to govern your conduct? 
In the name of a very faulty love and reason, ag-
nostic humanism has brought into being a world 
with fear on every hand—a truly scary place in 
which to live. But God’s love remains as it always 
has been: “There is no fear in love; but perfect love 
casteth out fear” (1 John 4:18).
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Feature Article for Youth . . .

She Wanted to Live!

A news article from London, England told of 
a teenage girl who was dying of cancer. She des-
perately cried out, “I want to live longer.” She 
had heard about a method of preserving bodies 
known as cryopreservation (cold preservation). 
Some believe that this method of freezing a 
body can preserve cells at very low tempera-
tures with the possibility that the person could 
be brought back to life at some time in the fu-
ture. The medical community looks upon this 
method with skepticism because its effective-
ness has not been proven. 

The girl’s call for help convinced a high court 
judge to grant her final wishes. He called this 
the first case of its kind in England and possibly 
in the world! She did not want to be buried 
but preserved by freezing, hoping that she 
could be awakened and continue her life 
in the future (even hundreds of years 
from now) after a cure has been found 
for her form of cancer. The girl learned 
about the favorable court ruling just 
eleven days before her death in October, 
2016. Her lawyer stated that this ruling 
“brought her great comfort.” She desper-
ately clung to a chance to be brought back 
at some time in the future. But she was aware 
that this was speculative and an unproven tech-
nique. The next day after the court ruling, she 
got to meet the judge who made the decision. She 
referred to him as her hero. The procedure cost 
$46,000 dollars.

Most young people do not think much about 
death. They feel they will have many years 
ahead of them, and so they “live it up” now 
without much consideration for the future. 
But then we learn of a young friend who has 
terminal cancer or a young person killed in an 
accident. Then we are faced with the sobering 
reality that this “could have been me.” 

Do you desperately want to live? No doubt 
most young people do, though some end up 
committing suicide. Indeed, suicide is the 
leading cause of death for young Americans 
between the ages of 15 and 24. This vividly 
demonstrates that though many are in perfectly 

good health, they have no purpose and no 
meaning in life

The Bible points us all to a way we can live 
with purpose in this life and can live a joyful 
life eternally with God. Jesus Christ said, “I 
am the resurrection, and the life: he that belie-
veth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live” (John 11:25). Because Jesus died, then 
rose from the dead, and is now in Heaven call-
ing us to Himself, we too can live. Jesus also 
said, “Because I live, ye shall live also” (John 
14:19). “[Jesus] died for us, that, whether we 
wake or sleep, we should live together with him”           
(1 Thessalonians 5:10). 

This hope for the present and the future is 
sure, far more sure than any human tech-

niques to try to preserve life. Even if the 
average human life could be length-
ened to 100 years, people will still die. 
With the girl who was cryopreserved, 
not only will a cure for her cancer 
need to be found but a way must be 
found to bring her body back to life 
after she is thawed. Science has never 

yet brought anyone back to life and 
there is absolutely no guarantee that it 

will ever happen.
Do you desperately want to live? Surrender 

your desire to live to Jesus Christ. Repent of 
the sin, the wrong things you have done in life, 
and surrender to Jesus Christ, letting Him 
control your life now and eternally. You will 
then be able to face life (and death) in hope and 
expectation. The Bible calls this being “dead 
to sin.” If we surrender to the control of Jesus 
Christ, we can claim the Bible promise, “If we 
be dead with him [Jesus], we shall also live with 
him” (2 Timothy 2:11). You will find that the 
“God of all comfort” will bring you true comfort 
in the difficulties of life and even when you face 
death itself. 

This is a “proven” way to live now and eter-
nally. Take Jesus’ way now and you will never 
be sorry!

—Roger L. Berry

Do

you 

desperately 

want to 

live?
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Repentance—a Gospel Requirement

This article points out what the Bible says about repentance and is excerpted from the book, Doctrines 
of the Bible, by Daniel Kauffman, first printed in 1928. This book has gone through many reprintings. 

What Does the

BiBle say?

“Godly sorrow worketh repentance not to be 
repented of” (2 Corinthians 7:10).

The first thought to be impressed upon our 
minds as we study this subject is that repen-
tance is a primary Gos pel requirement which 
none should lightly esteem. It was the opening 
message in the ministry of John the Baptist 
(Matthew 3:2), in the ministry of Christ (Mat-
thew 4:17), in the ministry of the Spirit (Acts 
2:38), and occupied a promi nent place in the 
teaching of the disciples—all in harmony with 
this declaration in the ministry to the Gentiles: 
“God . . . now commandeth all men every where 
to repent” (Acts 17:30). 

What Repentance Is
The essential elements of repentance may be 

stated in four words: Conviction, contrition, con-
fession, restitution. In other words, it includes 
a consciousness of guilt, a godly sorrow for sin, 
a desire to forsake sin, a confession of sin, and a 
willingness to make restitution for sin. At this 
point it might be well to note that while the 
Bible speaks of God as repenting (Genesis 6:6; 
1 Samuel 15:11), in none of these cases did He 
repent in the sense that man repents, for “God 
is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son 
of man that he should repent” (Numbers 23:19); 
and being perfect in every respect He is subject 
neither to error nor to sin. And while God at 
times represents Himself as man and speaks as 
man (as He did to Abraham—Genesis 22:12), 
and in this sense meets changed conditions in 
the semblance of repentance, yet we should not 
forget that with Him “is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning” (James 1:17). . . .What takes 
place when one repents?

1. Conviction. This is the first step in re-
pentance. Because of things seen and heard, 
the conviction grows upon us that we have done 
wrong—as was the case with the multitudes on 
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2), the jailer (Acts 16), 
and Paul after beholding the martyr Stephen 
(Acts 7:58; 9:5; 22:20). The two powerful factors 
in bringing about conviction are the Holy Spirit 
(John 16:8), and the conscience (Romans 2:15).

2. Godly Sorrow. Let us notice that not all 
sorrow can be classed as “godly sorrow.” People 
convicted of crime often weep and mourn as 
though their hearts would break; but it is grief 
over their dilemma, rather than peni tence for 
sin. Judas Iscariot was sorrowful enough to go 
and hang himself, yet that did not move him 
to come back to Christ for restitution and for 
pardon. Paul in 2 Corinthians 7:10, speaks of a 
“godly sorrow” and a “sorrow of the world.” The 
first “worketh a repentance not to be repented 
of”; the second “worketh death.” No man has 
ever truly repented of any sin without a deep 
feeling of sorrow be cause of it. Penitence with-
out sorrow is unheard of in the experience of any 
penitent sinner; but it is grief for having sinned 
against God or man, a smitten conscience and 
consequent contrition, and not grief over being 
found out.

3. Confession. A sense of shame and humil-
iation usually accompanies true penitence for 
sin, but this does not keep back the sinner from 
confessing his sins. On the other hand, true 
penitence invariably prompts confession of the 
things repented of. “Confess your faults one to 
an other,” is not only a command, but it is also 
the rule a mong those who are truly enlightened 
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and truly penitent. Other things being equal, 
the greater the reluctance in confessing, the less 
penitence there is in the heart because of sins 
committed. “With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation” (Romans 10:10).

4. Forsaking Sin. Balaam, Saul, Achan, and 
others confessed, “I have sinned,” but they kept 
right on sinning as though they had never con-
fessed. David, and the prod igal son, and others, 
also, made the same confession, but they forsook 
their sins and turned to ways of righteous ness. 
The truly penitent not only confess their sins 
but they also forsake them. “How shall we, 
that are dead to sin, live any longer therein” 
(Romans 6:2)?

5. Restitution. Were you ever truly penitent 
for any sin you committed that you did not feel 
that you wanted to make it right? Restitution 
belongs to true penitence. This includes mak-
ing wrongs right with both God and man. Zac-
chaeus had the right attitude when he said, “If 
I have taken any thing from any man by false 
accusation, I restore him fourfold” (Luke 19:8). 
It was this attitude on his part that enabled 
Christ to say, “This day is salva tion come to 
this house.”

6. A Change of Heart. A man may change 
his mind and quit his bad habits, but still be 
an unforgiven sinner. He may be very sorry 
for what he has done (because he is found out), 
“but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” 
He may, for policy’s sake, even make restitution 
and live the life of a respectable man, and still 
his righteousness be as “filthy rags.” While all 
the things so far named are essential elements of 
repentance, it takes a changed heart to complete 
the experience. In every case of true repent ance 
there is a change of mind, a change of feelings, a 
change of attitude toward sin and righteousness, 
and a change of heart.

What Repentance Is Not
While all the above-named things are essen-

tials, none of them alone (except the last, which 
includes all the rest) constitutes repentance. 
There fore: 

1. A mere change of mind is not repentance.
2. It is not merely being sorry because sins 

have been committed.
3. It is not joining some church.
4. It is not merely confessing sin.
5. It is not mere reformation.

What Brings Repentance

1. The goodness of God. In the first place, 
repentance itself is a gift from God—2 Timothy 
2:25. While repentance is man’s part in God’s 
plan of salvation, no man can claim any credit for 
it, since it is the goodness of God that leads us 
to repentance—Romans 2:4. What was it but the 
goodness of God that brought Christ our Saviour 
within the reach of man? . . . That preserved our 
own lives until, by the grace of God, we became 
willing to give our hearts to Him? Yes, it is the 
GOODNESS OF GOD that leads us to re pentance. 

2. Hearing the truth. “Faith cometh by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 
10:17). How can a man believe himself a sinner 
without having a knowledge of that fact? The 
preaching of God’s Word in its fullness is a very 
necessary work in bringing sinners to repentance. 
. . . It took the preaching of Jonah to bring the 
Ninevites to repentance. Because they heard, they 
repented. The three thousand Pentecostal con-
verts were made such through the preaching of 
Peter and the other disciples.

3. Convicting power of the Spirit. To “re-
prove the world of sin” (John 16:8) is one of the 
principal missions of the Holy Spirit. What we call 
“conviction” on the part of the penitent sinner is 
but the result of the operation of the Spirit upon 
his heart and conscience.

4. A knowledge of sin. Until the sinner is 
conscious of his sinful condition there can be no 
repentance for sin. True, there may be a prodding 
on the part of the Spirit, so that there is a con-
sciousness that something is wrong, as is the case 
of the troubled heathen longing after something; 
but he must first be shown wherein he is wrong 
before he can be led to repent of whatever wrong 
exists.

5. Abhorrence of sin. The sinner who feels 
himself “down and out” and like Job abhors him-
self and repents “in dust and ashes” (Job 42:6), is 
much more easily reached than is the sinner who 
is blinded to his con dition through love of sin. It is 
when people “abhor that which is evil” that they 
are ready to “cleave to that which is good.”

6. Faith in God. You believe that God is your 
Friend, loving and true. He tells you of your awful 
condition and of sin’s awful results. Knowledge of 
sin deepens into conviction, and conviction into 
contrition; your heart is crushed and your soul 
cries out to God. This takes place only when peo-
ple believe in God, for people are never moved by 
any warn ing which they believe to be untrue. 
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God’s miracle of creation does not contain only 
land inhabitants. He made creatures with body 
functions to exist and navigate in the water and in 
the air. These specialized biological organisms are 
a marvel to behold if we take time to observe. The 
variety of avian creatures God has created to “fly 
above the earth in the open firmament of heaven” is 
truly amazing (Genesis 1:20). 

We are in the time of year when the birds are 
returning on their migratory routes to their nest-
ing places. Only a sovereign, omniscient being 
could have devised the guidance systems and 
unique habits of birds. The arctic tern, for exam-
ple, migrates 11,000 miles from the arctic seas to 
winter in Antarctica. 

Variation in Bird Kinds
There are 82 families of ducks, hawks, warblers, 

sea gulls, black birds, hummingbirds and such like 
just in North America. The smallest bee humming-
bird’s nest is the size of half a walnut shell. The 
American dipper is made to walk under water on 
the streambed to find its food. The malleefowl of 
Australia builds a mound of organic vegetation in 
which to hatch its eggs. The male tests the tem-
perature in its beak and keeps the egg chamber 
between 91 and 93 degrees. This bird scratches 
together and takes away as much as 20 cubic yards 
of material a day. 

Birds of paradise, lyrebirds, peacocks, and others 
put on gorgeous displays of feathers in courtship 
rituals. Why? Beauty has no survival advantage. 
The symmetry and the color combinations, the iri-
descence and light fracturing texture of the feath-
ers were not devised by the bird itself nor by man! 
The intricate detail of a feather is a marvel in itself. 
It can have the coarse strength of an eagle’s pri-
mary feathers or the soft down that helps to silence 
an owl’s flight. Genetic information programed by 
God determines each kind and its purpose. 

“Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the pea-
cock? or wings and feathers unto the ostrich?. . . 
Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom, and stretch her 
wings toward the south? Doth the eagle mount 
up at thy command, and make her nest on high? 
She dwelleth and abideth on the rock” (Job 39:13, 
26-28). These are a few of the approximately 
seventy science questions that God asked Job in 
chapters 38 and 39. The answer to many of these 
questions, of course, is that only God could create 
these things. All these marvels of nature should 
serve the purpose of humbling man for God’s ser-
vice. Yet, for many, it does not. “He that conten-
deth with the Almighty” is foolish for presuming 
to “instruct him” (Job 40:2). 

God Cares About His Creation
The birds also teach God’s care of His children. 

One sparrow does not fall to the ground and perish 
without God knowing (Matthew 10:29-31). This 
is evidently true of all His created creatures. God 
knows when a species becomes extinct. That is the 
end of that genetic code of information for the first 
time since God wrote it at creation. It can never be 
restored again although scientists would presume 
to revive genetic information through surrogate 
mothers. As stewards of God’s creation, we should 
not be guilty of wanton slaughter. Respect for life 
and happiness extends to the animals God created 
(Proverbs 12:10). God’s care of our welfare even 
includes His knowing the number of hairs on our 
heads (Matthew 10:30). 

Evolutionary Bias
Evolutionists try to make it look like speciation 

(species formation) of new kinds of birds is hap-
pening all the time. However “species” is a very 
indefinite term and secular scientists are in dis-
agreement where the lines are. When they claim to 
divide off a new species, they are just seeing varia-
tion of the same kinds. It is their own understand-
ing that is “evolving.” 

God’s Flying Creatures
“And God created ... every winged fowl after his kind ... And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful 

and multiply ... and let fowl multiply in the earth” (Genesis 1:21, 22). 

–Elvin Stauffer

The Bible and
SCIENCE 
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A fossil bird named archaeopteryx (archie) is 
claimed to be an intermediate step between rep-
tile dinosaurs and birds. It had a long tail, teeth, 
and claws at the wrist position on the wings. 
However there are a few birds that have claws on 
their wings today. The hoatzin of South Amer-
ica has claws on its wings that it uses to climb 
through the brush when it is young. The extinct 
“archie” bird had feathers, perching claw feet, 
and was fully a flying bird as God created it. 

God made other creatures also that shared 
different features such as the platypus. But to 
transition from one to another by mutations (loss 
of information) would take multitudes of tran-
sitional steps. To add a fin, a leg, a wing, would 
require the addition of millions of constructive 
genes to the genome. Besides this, regular bird 
fossils have been found supposedly 75 million 
years before “archie.” Yet the World Book En-
cyclopedia still claims “these fossils provide the 
first solid evidence that birds descended from 
reptiles.” 

Evolutionists’ predisposition has produced 
numerous hoaxes such as the Piltdown man. 
For over forty years, a stained human skull 
combined with an ape’s jaw with filed teeth 
was accepted as a missing link between hu-
mans and the apes. A bird hoax was perpe-
trated in China and published with great 
certainty in National Geographic Maga-
zine. A reptile posterior was fit to a bird 
fossil. It wasn’t long until the error was 
discovered and National Geographic had to 
acknowledge the deception. Of course, some-
one paid big money for the original hoax. 

The long bones in a bat’s wing correspond to 
the fingers of a hand. Evolutionists imagine that 
some mammal slowly grew longer finger bones 
and a skin membrane grew between them. They 
believe that through the struggle for existence 
many mutations lengthened all the fingers into 
wing bones. Then membranes gradually grew 
until they were able to fly. Evolutionists ignore 
the fact of how clumsy an obstacle such wings 
were to existence until they could fly. The same 
process is proposed for birds. But what good is 
half a wing? It would make a clumsy creature 
that could not fly or walk right. It would perish 
under evolution’s other principle “the survival of 
the fittest.” 

Non Avian Flyers
There are and have been other flyers that we 

don’t usually think of as birds. (The word avian 
pertains only to birds). Bats are furry mammals 
among some of the most agile flyers. God gave 
them echolocation skills so that hundreds of them 
can be flying around in a pitch-black cave without 

bumping into each other. To them it is as clear as 
daylight to us. How does each bat even detect its 
own sonar signals? Forty of the 900 different spe-
cies of bats live in the United States and Canada. 

Another creature that once flew in the skies but 
is extinct today was the flying reptile dinosaur. 
Fossils of these pterosaurs are found on every con-
tinent. Some were small and others were huge. The 
large flying reptiles were called pterodactyls. 

Ancient explorers and historians such as Hero-
dotus, Aristotle, and Strabo spoke of seeing small 
flying reptiles in Egypt, Arabia, and Ethiopia. 
Strabo described similar creatures three feet long in 
India. The large pterodactyl had a long bone crest 
out the back of the head, which would have coun-
terbalanced the large bill in the front. These reptile 
creatures became extinct with the other dinosaurs 
because of inhospitable climate and predators. 
Herodotus said he saw many backbones and ribs in 
a canyon where they were killed near Buto, Arabia. 

A few years ago we visited Big Bend National 
Park in Texas. They had the bones of a pterodactyl 
wing, around 15 feet long, stretched out on a wall 

at the visitor’s center. These reptiles had 
three claw fingers at the wrist position and 

an elongated fourth finger bone with a 
membrane stretched from the tip to the 
body something like a bat. They were 
the largest known flying animals with 
wingspans up to 39 feet. 

Man, the chief of God’s creation, 
has mastered machines and technology 
and also taken to the skies. He has even 

gone beyond the earth’s atmosphere to 
travel through space and walk on our 

nearest neighbor in the solar system, the 
moon. I have seen museum displays showing 

plans for men to travel to Mars. 
All that man can do is not necessarily God’s 

will for him to do. The earth was given for man’s 
habitation. “The heaven, even the heavens, are the 
Lord’s: but the earth hath he given to the children 
of men” (Psalm 115:16). God “hath made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face 
of the earth, and hath determined the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; that 
they should seek the Lord ... and find him, though 
he be not far from every one of us” (Acts 17:26, 27). 

The birds fulfill God’s purposes for them. We 
have peace, success, and salvation when we fulfill 
God’s purpose for us! 

Resources: The Bible - God’s revelation 

World Book Encyclopedia - B, P 

The Great Dinosaur Mystery and the Bible
 - Paul S. Taylor 

The Amazing Story of Creation 
- Duane Gish 

Birds of the World Volume 2 
- Rod & Staff Publishers, Inc.

Birds  
fulfill  
God’s  

purpose  
for  

them.
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The World Today
–Roger L. Berry

What Does the Bible Say About the World?

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 
‘abideth for ever” (1 John 2:15-17). 

This column is entitled “The World Today.” 
Recently, it dawned upon me that we might 
need to define “world.” Obviously, we are living 
on planet earth, the world. The people and na-
tions who populate the earth and influence each 
other, we call “society” or “the world.” You and 
I live at a given location, and we have our own 
circle of friends and acquaintances—each of us 
lives in our own little “world.” I concluded that 
the title of the column probably refers to soci-
ety. We could just as well title this page “Society 
Today.” But what does the Bible mean when it 
uses the word “world”? 

I found the word “world” used approximately 
250 times in the New Testament alone. The 
New Testament was originally written in Greek. 
In the English Bible, “world” translates three 
Greek words with different shades of meaning. 
One meaning used only a handful of times is 
“earth” or “the Roman Empire.” Approximately 
40 times “world” is the Greek word aion, which 
gives us the English words “eon” and “age,” a 
long period of time. The vast majority of times 
the Greek New Testament uses kosmos which 
means “the world” or the “orderly arrangement 
of things in the world.” The English word is cos-
mos which refers to the whole orderly universe. 

Interestingly enough, the Scripture quoted 
above uses the word kosmos. We are not to love 
the material things of this cosmos, the earth. A 
superficial reading of these verses would lead 
us to conclude that it refers to this age or the 

things that are evil on the earth. It is certainly 
true that we are not to be partakers of the 
things that ruin our society—greed, hate, mur-
der, immorality, and a host of other sins. 

In my study of “world,” I discovered that 
the Bible says Satan is the “god of this world” 
(2 Corinthians 4:4). The word here is aion or 
age. Satan controls the minds of countless men 
and women in this age. One of his chief ways of 
doing it is by leading them to love the material 
world too much. “Love not the world,” the Bible 
says. The Bible also says, “Set your affection on 
things above, not on things on the earth” (Colos-
sians 3:2). 

Have you ever noticed how the problems of 
this world so often focus on material things and 
on ownership of things? The Jews and the Arabs 
of the Middle East have for ages fought over 
who owns the land we call Israel. Neighbors 
bicker over line fences and who is responsible 
for keeping up roadways. Much to the sorrow of 
parents, many children scrap and fuss over the 
family inheritance. Murder and suicide often 
focus on the things people have or wish they 
had. 

What will need to happen to deliver us from 
this bondage of loving this cosmos too much? 
Our focus must be spiritual. The cosmos will 
pass away. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass away” 
(Matthew 24:35). And so, we go to the enduring 
Bible, to learn how to be delivered. 
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The Way, the Truth, the Life

Are you searching for peace and purpose in 
life? Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me” (John 14:6). Have you lived in an empty 
pursuit of prosperity and pleasure? You can 
find the satisfying answer in Jesus Christ.

The Way

Jesus Christ is the only way to God. If you 
allow Him, He will show you how to quench 
your thirst for purpose in life.

“And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread 
of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst” 
(John 6:35).

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16).

The Truth

Many voices in our society offer you pana-
ceas for your need. But Jesus Christ is the only 
source of truth, the only safe guide through life.

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12).

“Then said Jesus . . . If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free” (John 8:31, 32).

The Life

Do you really enjoy life? Do you find reason 
for living? Does peace reign within you?

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neigh-
bour as thyself” (Luke 10:27).

Jesus also said, “I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly” (John 10:10).

“And hereby we do know that we know him, if 
we keep his commandments” (1 John 2:3).

Within each Christian there 
exists a desire to fol-

low Christ. But Christ 
is not here. How can 

we know Him and fol-
low His footprints? This 

course was written to 
help believers follow the 

footprints of Christ as they 
sincerely obey His teachings.

 Please enroll me in Footprints of Christ.
 (Please do not enroll if you are less than fourteen years of age.)

 Please send me the brochure showing all of your courses.
 Please send me information about Spanish Bible courses.
 Please send me your English catalog.

Name ___________________________________________

Mailing address ___________________________________

________________________________________________

City ____________________ State _______ ZIP _________

Religion _____________________________ Age _________

Check two boxes:    Male    Female    Single    Married

If you are presently our student, you must write your student 

number here. _____________________________________
Send enrollment to: Lamp and Light Publishers, 26 Rd 5577, 
Farmington NM 87401. Phone: 505-632-3521 Fax: 505-632-1246

Enroll today in this FREE Bible study course!

The Bible says this cosmos will be burned 
up. “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night; in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and 
the works that .are therein shall be burned up” 
(2 Peter 3:10). 

When that happens, many people will real-
ize, for the first time, the futility of loving this 
world too much. The only solution is to get 
right with God and set our affections on things 
that will endure. 

“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for 
such things, be diligent that ye may be found of 
him in peace, without spot, and blameless. And 
account that the long suffering of our Lord is 
salvation” (2 Peter 3:14, 15). 

Have you found freedom from the bondage of 
this world and the god of this world? 




